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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1940. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Northfleet  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  of  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District  for  the  year 
ended  December,  1940. 

The  contents  and  arrangements  have  been  curtailed  on  instruction 
from  the  Minister  of  Health  for  the  purpose  of  national  economy. 
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I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Council  for 
continued  interest  and  support. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.F.  McDonnell, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Council  Offices, 
Northfleet,  Kent. 
■Oct,  1941. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (as  constituted  at  30th  June,  1935)  acres  3,770 

(-393  Tidal  Water) 

Population  (Census  1931)  16,223 

(Estimated  1940)  16,710 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (31st  March,  1940)  5,055 

"  "  New  houses  erected,  year  ended  31st  December. 

1940  30 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers.  (l93l)  3,723 

Rateable  value  31st  December,  1940  £112,148 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1940)  £437*6 


Vital  Statistics  of  the  District. 

Birth  Rate.  During  the  year  there  were  272  births,  equivalent 
to  an  annual  birth  rate  of  16.3  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 
This  is  a  decrease  of  *1  person  per  1,000  on  last  year. 

Infant  Mortality.  15  deaths  occurred  among  children  under  one 
year  of.  age,  which  is  equivalent  to  55*1  per  1,000  births,  as  against 
55  for  the  whole  country. 

Stillbirths.  Male  4,  Female  3,  Total  7*  Rate  per  1,000  live 
births  25.1 

Death  Rate.  The  general  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  is  15.2  which  can  be  considered  satisfactory. 


Total  M.  P. 
Live  Legitimate  267  128  139 

Illegitimate  514 

Stillbirths  743 

Deaths  238  119  119 


General  Register  Office, 
Southport,  Lancs. 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

16.3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 
still)  births  25.1 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

15.2 


Terra  Nova, 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  55.1 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  Mirths  55*1 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  00.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  23 

"  "  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

"  "  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

"  "  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  3 


SeD.  55 

Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  ) 

of  Mortality,  Maternal  death-rates  )  England  and  Wales,  London 
and  Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious)  126  Great  Towns  and  148 
Diseases  in  the  year  1940  )  Smaller  Town s. 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns') 


126  County 

148  Smaller 

Boro’s  and 

Towns 

England 

Great  Towns 

(Resident 

Adminis- 

and 

Populations 

25,000  to 

trative 

Wales. 

including 

50,000  at 

County.  Northfleet 

 , 

London 

1931  Census) 

London 

Rates  p  nr  1,000  Population. 


Births : - 
Live 

14*6 

16.0 

15.7 

13.7 

16.4 

Still 

0.55 

0. 64 

0.55 

0.44 

0.44 

Deaths: 

All  causes 

14-3 

15.8 

12.8 

-17.8 

15.2 

Typhoid  &  para- 

typhoid  Fevers 

C.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.006 

Smallpox 

-  — 

-  — 

_  — 

—  — 

0.00 

Measles 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0,00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Who oping  Cough 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.06 

0.07 

0.05 

0.01 

0.00 

Influenza 

0.32 

0.29 

0.30 

0.18 

0.00 

Notifications : - 

Smallpox 

0.00 

—  ~~ 

_  —  — 

— _ 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.63 

1.53 

1.57 

0.82 

0.54 

Diphtheria 

1.16 

1.29 

1.21 

0.61 

0.06 

Enteric  Fever 

0.07 

0.06 

0.10 

0.06 

0.06 

Erysipelas 

0.33 

0.36 

0.30 

0.35 

0.06 

Pneumonia 

I.  20 

1.37 

1.00 

O.87 

0.12 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fevc 

•r0. 32 

0,33 

0.29 

0.28 

0.00 

Measles 

10.24 

9.23 

9.99 

1. 78 

0.24 

Whooping  Cough 

1.34 

1.29 

1.35 

0.22 

0.00 

Rs.tes  per  1,000  Live  Births. 


Deaths  under  1  year 
of  age  55 

Deaths  from  Diarrheca 
and  Enteritis  under 

61 

54 

50 

55.1 

2  years  of  age  4*6 

5.9 

4*4 

5.8 

11.0 

Materna,l  Nortality 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0,52 

0.00 

Others  1,64 

Not 

available 

0.00 

Total  2,16 

0.00 

Notifications : - 

Puerperal  Fever  gg 

13.90 

9.73 

3.34 

3.60 

Puerperal  pyrexia; 

GDWRAL  PROVISION  AND  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


Midwives . 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council  who  have 
appointed  the  following  as  County  Midwives :- 

Miss  W.E.  Whitaker,  &  Park  Avenue. 

Mrs.  F.E.  Plumb.  8,  Park  Avenue 

Mrs.  L.R.G.  Watson,  40,  Dover  Road 

Other  midwife  practising  in  the  district: - 

Mrs.  F.E.  Holloway,  43,  Mitchell  Avenue, 


-  if  - 

Maternity  &  Child  Welfare. 

The  work  at  the  Centre  continues  very  usefully  and  efficiently. 

The  average  weekly  attendance  at  the  Centre  has  been  116.  Up  to 
December  31st  1940,  3,299  children  have  attended  the  Centre.  ‘  The 
otal  attendances  of  children  during  the  year  were  5,291.  There  were 
20k  new  attendances.  3,384  lbs.  of  dried  milk  and  717.25  gallons  of 
liquid  milk  were  distributed  free.  It  is  found  that  young  mothers  are 
becoming  more  aware  of  the  benefits  of  attending  such  a  Centre  and  fro 
taking  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered. 

The  Centre  is  open  on  two  days  of  the  -week,  when  the  Medical  Officer 
attends  with  the  Health  Visitor.  The  Health  Visitor,  -who  is  a  fully 

trained  nurse  as  well  as  a  certified  midwife,  algo  attends  the  Ante 
Natal  Clinic. 


(a) 

(*) 

(c) 


(*) 


(e) 


(f) 


(a) 

OO 

(o) 

(a) 

(e) 


fcV 


Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


Number  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Council 

Number  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by  Voluntary 
Associations 


Total  number  of  attendances  at  all  Centres  during  the  year 


( i)  By  children  under  1  year  of  age 
(ii)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  3  years 

Total 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centres  for 
the.  first  time  during  the  year  and  -who,  on  the  date  of 
their  first  attendance,  werc:- 
(i)  Under  1  year  of  age 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years 


3,843 

1,448 

5,291 


190 

14 


Total  number  of  children  -who  attended  at  the  Centres  during 
the  year  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year  -were: 

(i)  Under  1  year  of  age 
(ll)  Between  the  ages  of  1  and  3  years 


147 

228 


Percentage  of  notified  live  births  represented  by  the  number 

in  0)  d)  68,13 

Ante  Natal  Clinic. 

Number  of  Clinics  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Council  1 

Number  of  Clinics  provided  and  maintained  by  Voluntary 
Associations  m-s  i 


Total  number  of  attendances  by  expectant  mothers  at  all 
Clinics  during  the  year 


Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  at  the 
Clinics  during  the  yean 


Percentage  of  total  notified  births  (live  and  still) 
represented  by  the  number  in  (d) 

Infectious  Diseases. 


Scarlet  Fever 


Number  of  cases  notified  9 
Number  of  deaths  Nil 
Case  fatality  per  cent  Nil 


Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital 
Percentage  of  cases  removed 


7 

77.79S 


Diphtheria.. 


Number  of  cases  notified 
Number  of  deaths 
Case  fatality 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital 
Percentage  of  cases  removed 


1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

IOC# 


104 

46 


lG.h-% 
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Enteric  Fever. 


Number  of  cases  notified  1. 

Number  of  deaths  1 

Case  fatality  per  cent  100$ 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  1 
Percentage  of  cases  removed.  .100$ 


It  will  be  noted  in:  the  Registrar  General* s  returns  that  one 
death  from  Typhoid  Fever  was  assigned  to  Northfloet.  This  death  was 
that  of  a  Lascar  seaman  which  occurred  on  the  29th  February,  1940  at 
the  Port  of  London  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Northfleet  sub-district. 
As  the  deceased  man  had  no  residence  in  England  and  Wales,  the 

Registrar  General  had  no  option  but  to  assign  the  death  to  Northfleet 
Urban  District » 


Infectious  Diseases. 


l&ble  showing  the  numbers  of  cases  and  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  since  1932. 


' 

Scarlet 

Cases 

Fever 

Deaths 

Diph- 

Cs.ses 

theria 

Deaths 

Enteric  Fever 
Cases  Deaths 

1932 

22 

1 

13 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

1933 

32 

Nil 

11 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

1934 

71 

Nil 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1935 

44 

Nil 

12 

1 

1 

Nil 

1936 

39 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1937 

23 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1938 

25 

Nil 

3 

Ntt 

2 

Nil 

1939 

21 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1940 

9 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

Total 

286 

1 

57 

11 

4 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrcx ia . 


One  case  of  Puerperal  Purexia  'was  notified. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

year,  1940. 

Total 

Cases 

Disease  Cases 

admitted 

Total  x 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Small-pox  ... 

Scarlet-Fever  9 

Diphtheria  p 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)  1 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 

Pneumonia  •  2 

Erysipelas  .  1 

Ophalmia  Neonatorum  _ 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  — . 


Nil 

7  Nil 

1  Nil 

1  1 

1  Nil 

14 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


Totals 


15  10  15 


x  Registrar  General  Returns 
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m  i"- 

i  i 

-4-  m 

Enteric  Fever  I  ~ 

Diphtheria  1 

Scarlet  Fever  2  3 

Erysipelas  _ 

Pneumonia  _  „ 

Puerperal  pyrexia 
Pulmonary  )  Male  _  p 

'Tuberculosis)  Female 
ITon-Pulmonary )  Male  _  _ 

Tuberculosis  )  Female  1 

Ophthalmia  Nenonatorum  _  _ 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  _ 

Totals 


u 


O 

Lf) 

s 

LOi 

in 

P 

O 

w 

Q 

1 - 1 

CM 

m 

-4 

MO 

H 

» 

1 

1 

% 

d> 

| 

1 

-p 

1 

0 

r- 

O 

m 

O 

m 

in 

Eh 

1 - 1 

1 — 1 

CM 

m 

in 

MO 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

mm  « 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

- 

2 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

mm 

1 

— 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

mm 

2 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

1 

— 

- 

1 

3 

1 

2 

mm 

8 

— 

- 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

9 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1 

~ 

— 

5 

— 

— 

: 

mm 

— 

2 

3 

10 

7 

4 

1 

39 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases 


Deaths  x 


Non  Non 

Age  Periods  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

'  _ M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


1 

-  5 

1 

5 

-  10 

1 

— 

mm 

_ 

_ 

10 

-  15 

— 

— 

1 

2 

mm 

_ 

15 

-  25 

1 

2 

mm 

1 

... 

,  , 

25 

-  35 

3 

2 

i 

1 

•mm 

_ 

35 

-  45 

1 

2 

mm 

1. 

2 

1 

45 

-  55 

1 

1 

mm 

mm 

1 

55 

-  65 

1 

1 

mm 

mm 

4 

— — 

65 

up 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

1 

— 

mm 

Totals 

8 

9 

2 

5 

$ 

1 

- 

1 

*  Registrar  General  Returns. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925, 

Public  Health  Act,  13% ,  Section  172 

No  action  was  taken  during  1940. 

I 

Statement  of  Particulars  appearing  in  the  Register  of  Notifications 
of  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1940. 

Pul.  and 

Non  Non  Pul. 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Totals. 

_ _ . .  M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total _ 


(a)  No.  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  on  the 
Register  at  the 
commencement  of  the 

year  42  30  72  10  8  18  90 

(b)  No.  of  cases 
remaining  on  the 
register  at  the  end 

of  the  year  41  36  77  11  10  21  98 


-  7  - 


Causes  of  Death  in  Northflcct  Urbr.n  District  1940. 


Causes  of  Death  M« 

Total  119 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  1 

2*  Cerebro-spinal  fever  1 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  0 

4.  Whooping  Cough  0 

5.  Diphtheria  0 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system  7 

7»  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  2 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases  '  0 

9.  Influenza  0 

10.  Measles  0 

11.  Ac:  polio-myel:  and  polio-enceph  0 

12.  Ac:  inf:  enceph:  1 

13.  Cancer  of  b:  cav:  and  oesoph:  (m)  1 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  3 

15.  Cancer  of  breast  0 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  7 

17.  Diabetes  0 

18.  Intra-cran:  vase:  lesions.  7 

19«  Heart  disease  16 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circ.  system.  3 

21.  Bronchitis  17 

22.  Pneumonia  9 

23.  Other  res;  diseases  3 

24.  Ulcer:  of  stomach  or  duodenum  0 

23.  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  3 

26.  Appendicitis  2 

27.  Other  digve:  diseases  0 

28.  Nephritis  0 

29.  Puer:  and  Post-a.bort  sepsis  0 

30.  Other  ma,ternal  causes  0 

31 •  Prem.  birth  0 

32.  Con;  Mai:  birth  inj:  infant  disea.se  3 

33.  Suicide  3 

34*  Road  Traffic  accidents.  0 

33.  Other  violent  causes  20 

36.  All  other  causes  10 


F. 

119 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

4 

4 
1 

3 
2 

9 

30 

2 

13 

5 
1 
0 
0 
0 
2 

4 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 

20 

10 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Public  Analyst's  Report  on  Wa.tcr  Samples, 


Reports  received  on  samples  taken  from  various  taps  on  the  Gravesend 
and  Milton  Walter  Works  Co' s.  Supply. 


Da.te  of  Sample 
1940 

3rd  January 
31st  January 
28th  February 
3rd  April 
1st  May 
3th  June 
3rd  July 
31st  July 
4th  September 
2nd  October 
2nd  November 
4th  December 


No. 


37°C 

0 

1 

18 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


of  organisms  per  c.c. 
c  ap ab 1 e  of  growth 

on  Agar  at  _  B,  Coli 

_ _ 22  C _ (presumptive) . 

G  Absent  in  100  ccs. 

1  «*  " 

150  "  " 

2  i*  h 


Remarks 

Good  water 

If  It 

It  It 

II  II 


.  3 
5 
2 
0 
0 
20 
5 
9 


Present  in 
Absent 

ft 


t»  II 

It  II 

II  II 

It  II 

II  II 

Satisfactory 
Good  Wa.tcr 

(I  It 
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AnaJ-ytical  D  c  tails . 


Gra.vesond. 

Mcophem. 

Appearance 

Clear 

Clear 

Colour 

Pa.le  Bluish 

Pale  Bluish 

Smell 

None 

None 

Deposit 

None 

None 

Phosphoric  Acid 

Very  minute  tra.ee 

Very  minute  tra.ee 

Hardness  before  boi? ing 

20  degrees  Clark 

27qr  degrees  Clark 

Hardness  after  boiling 

3f  degrees  Clark 

5y  degrees  Clark 

Colour  of  residue 

White 

White 

Behaviour  on  ignition 

Does  not  darken 

Does  not  darken 

Grains  per  gallon. 

Total  dry  residue 

33o88 

24.92 

Oxygen  absorbed 

0.006 

0.001 

Chlorine 

2.1 

1.19 

Nitric  Acid 

5.11 

1.40 

Ammonia 

0.0000 

0.0000 

Albumi  no  i  d  - .  ammo  ni  a 

0.0014 

0.0014 

Bacteriological  Examinations . 

Total  on  gelatine  per  c.c. 

00 

00 

B.Coli  absent  in 

76  c.c 

76  c.c. 

Mid  Kent  Water  supply 

taken  from  cold  tap  in  s 

cullcry  ‘'Hasbro11, 

Longfield  Avenue,  Northflee 

t,  4th  December,  1940 

Parts 

per  100,000 

Total  solids  residue 

26.5 

Chlorine 

2.0 

Pree  Ammonia 

0.0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0.1 

Oxygen  absorbed,  t  hour  at 

80°P 

0.009 

"  "  A  hours  at 

80  °P 

0.014 

Nitrites 

Absent 

KEMiiRKS.  The  organic  quality  of  the  wa tor  was  excellent.  It  contained 
a  small  amount  of  iron  in  suspension  which  gave  rise  to  a  turbidity,  and, 
no  doubt,  imparted  a  slight  taste. 

(Sewage  Sample  results,  see  page  9) 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

All  milkshops,  dairies,  cowsheds,  bakehouses,  'workshops  and  slaughter¬ 
houses  are  visited  at  lea.ste  twice  a.  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  a.nd 
myself.  Most  of  the  milk  is  produced  in  other  districts. 

32  samples  of  ordinary  milk  'were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  eight  of  which  'were  reported  unsafe  is  factory.  Visits  'were 
paid  to  the  dairies  concerned  and  suggestions  put  forward  for  improving 
the  quality  of  the  milk. 

17  samples  of  milk  as  supplied  to  schools  were  taken,  four  of  those 
proved  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  investigations  'were  made  at  the  dairy 
concerned. 
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Pood  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1938. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council,  and  I  am  indebted 
to  Mr.  W.A.  Slkington,  County  Inspector,  Dartford,  for  the  following 
particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the  district  during  the  ycar:- 
Description  of  No.  of  Result  of 

sample.  Samples  taken.  Analysis.  Proseon ti nns 

New  Milk 

28 

Genuine 

Nil 

Lunchcin  Sausage 

5 

» 

tt 

Jam 

3 

TI 

tt 

Tapioca 

1 

n 

tt 

Brawn 

2 

TI 

tt 

ChocoLate  Spread 

1 

tt 

tt 

Butter 

3 

ft 

tt 

Sa.usage 

1 

TI 

tt 

Preserved  Peas 

1 

TI 

ft 

Eucalyptic  Oil 

1 

tt 

tt 

Aspirin  Tablets 

1 

tt 

it 

Arrowroot 

1 

tt 

tt 

Coffee 

1 

tt 

it 

Pilchards  in  oil 

1 

It 

ti 

Cocoa 

1 

tt 

tt 

Flour 

1 

tt 

tt 

Cooking  Pat 

1 

It 

tt 

Rice 

2 

tt 

tt 

Ma.rga.rine 

A 

tt 

tt 

Pish  Pa.sto 

1 

ft 

tt 

Dripping 

1 

tt 

tt 

Sponge  Mixture 

1 

tt 

tt 

Dried  Apricots 

1 

tt 

tt 

Mustard  Compound 

1 

tt 

tt 

Shredded  Silet 

2 

n 

Syrup  of  Pigs 

1 

Genuine 

tt 

Popper 

1 

tt 

tt 

Honey 

1 

ft 

» 

C  ornf lour 

1 

tt 

it 

Mixed  Spice 

1 

tt 

tt 

Savoury  Spread 

1 

it 

tt 

Pearl  Barley 

1 

70 

69 

Nil 

All  the  above  samples  with 

the  exception  of  one  Shredded  Suet  were 

found  to  be  Genuine. 

A  caution 

was  given  to  the  trader  supplying  the 

Suet. 

Report  of  Medic 

a.l  Officer  of  Ma.ternit.y 

and  Child  Welfa 

ro  Clinic  and  Ante  Natal 

Clinic  for  the  year,  1940 • 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Northflect  Urban 
District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

During  these  turbulent  times  I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  your 
Child  Welfare  Clinic  has  completed  a  very  successful  year.  It  was 
thought  that  the  attendances  would  greatly  diminish,  but  this,  I  pm  happy 
to  say,  did  not  come  about. 

The  total  number  of  children  scon  vans  375,  the  total  (attendance  being 
5,291,  molting  an  average,  therefore,  of  46  per  session. 

Under  present  circumstances,  I  consider  these  figures  excellent 

In  p.ddition  to  tho  Centre  wo  have  made  provision  for  children  being 
seen,  and  milk  dispensed  at  Perry  Street  Church  Hp.11  and  Roshcrville 
Church  Hall.  This,  I  am  sure,  has  been  helpful  to  the  mothers. 
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I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  health  of  the  Northfleet  infants  is 
excellent.  I  have  not  yet  s  on  any  child  coming  to  our  clinic  suffering 
from  malnutrition. 

The  Ante-Natal  clinic  continues  to  be  held  once  -weekly  and  the 
attendances  continue  to  be  about  the  same  as  last  year  -  namely  104. 

I  hope  that  expectant  mothers  will  avail  themselves  more  freely 
of  the  services  of  this  department  of  our  Civil  Services. 

I  record  with  great  pleasure,  my  appreciation  of  the  help  I 
received  from  Miss  Chick,  our  Health  Visitor,  and  the  Ladies  of  the 
Committee. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

lour  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  CRANFORD,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Report  of  the  Health  Visitor  for  the  Year  1940 . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  x^ncsenting  the  report  for  1940. 

Infant  Welfare. 

*  - — 

During  the  year  247  live  births  and  5  still  births  were  registered. 
There  'was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  stillbirths  over  the 
previous  year. 

All  mothers  and  babies  one  visited  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
fourteenth  day.  Teaching  and  advice  on  mothercraf t  are  given  and 
visits  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  arc  invited. 

Since  September,  weekly  visits  -were  paid  to  the  tunnel  shelters 
to  'watch  the  health  and  -welfare  of  the  expectant  and  nursing  mothers, 
and  the  children  under  5  yeans  of  age,  who  'were  sleeping  in  them. 

Infant  Wclfanc  Clinics. 

In  spite  of  air  raid  disturbances,  attendances  at  these  clinics 
continued  to  be  satisfactory.  The  National  Milk  Scheme  superseded  the 
Council  Scheme  in  September,  and  by  arrangements  -with  the  Milk  Officer, 
National  Dried  Milk  is  obtained  at  the  Clinic.  Additional  Milk 
Clinics  "were  opened  at  All  Saints,  Perry  Street  and  at  St.  Mark' s 
Rosherville  for  the  convenience  of  the  Mothers. 

Ante  Natal  Clinic. 


The  support  of  the  County  Midwives  is  grea.tly  appreciated  a.t  this 
Clinic.  The  importance  of  ante-natal  ca.re  cannot  be  too  highly 
stressed,  and  difficulty  is  sometimes  experienced  in  persuading 
expectant  mothers  of  this  importance. 

A  number  of  women  took  advantage  of  the  Kent  County  Council 
Scheme  for  evacuation  for  their  confinements.  Those  -who  did  so, 
appeared  to  enjoy  the  change. 

Foster  Children. 

Two  foster  children  -were  removed  from  the  district  during  the 
yeax,  the  four  remaining  children  continues  to  be  found  -well,  and  home 
conditions  -were  satisfactory. 
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Visits. 

The  following  visits  ho.vo  boon  paid  during  the  year:  - 


To  expectant  mothers 

no 

First  visits  to  babies 

271 

Revisits  under  1  year 

1,765 

1-5  years 

2,029 

Total 

4,175 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.E.  CHICK. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for 

year  1940 » 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Northfleet  Urban 
District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  my  first 
annual  report,  which  is  a  brief  account  of  the  -work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  for  the  year  1940. 

• 

Although  the  report  is  curtailed  for  purposes  of  national 
economy  all  records  are  being  preserved  for  future  reference  and  will 
at  the  appropriate  time,  be  submitted  in  full  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  the  Council. 

All  complaints  have  been  investigated  and  the  standard  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  district  has  not  deteriorated. 

Infection  and  Disinfection. 

During  the  year  42  cases  of  infectious  diseases -were  investigated, 
viz:  - 

Scarlet  Fever  9 

Tuberculosis  24 

Other  diseases  9 

During  the  year  42  houses  and  384  articles  -were  disinfected  and 
30  articles  destroyed. 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Other  Foods  Condemned. 

Articles  Reason  for  Weight 

Condemned.  _ Condemnation _ in  lbs. 


Bacon 

Decomposition 

25f 

Bacon 

Tainted 

13 

Bacon 

Rancid 

68b 

Fish 

Decomposition. 

no 

217 

r 
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Dairies ,  Co',  .-sheds  and  Millcshops. 

There  are  26  persons  and  promises  registered  for  the  carrying  on 
of  such  businesses,  viz:- 


Dairymen  16 
Millcshops  (bottled  Milk  only)  7 
Sterilized  milk  (-wholesale)  3 

26 


Designated  Milk. 

Six  dairymen  are  licensed  to  sell  "Tuberculin”  Tested  milk  and 
seven  "Pasteurised”  milk. 


Bakehouses. 


21  visits'  were  made  to  the  7  bakehouses  on  the  register,  limewashing 
is  carried  out  regularly  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  general 
cleanliness  is  good. 


Other  Inspections. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

Stables 

Shops  Acts 

Drain  Testing 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Housing  Act,  1936. 


Refuse  Collection. 

The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  district  with  the  exception  of  the  rural  area,  where  the  period  of 
collection  is  fortnightly.  The  number  of  bins  emptied  -was  267  178 
and  the  weight  of  refuse  collected  5,207  tons. 

Street  Cleansing. 

This  service  was  maintained  in  its  full  capn.city  throughout  the 

year. 


35  visits 
12  inspections 
73 

76  tests 

81  other  inspections 
2,971  inspections  made 
1,831  defects  found 
1,792  "  remedied 

125  visits  made 
69  houses  rendered  fit. 


Gully  and  Cesspool  Dmptying. 

During  the  year  929  gullies  were  clea.rcd  at  a  cost  of  £66.  8s. Od. 
equal  to  a  cost  of  ls»5d.  per  gully j  63  cesspools  -were  emptied  at  a 
cost  of  £90.  6s. Od.,  being  equivalent  to  6s. Od.  per  load  for  the  293 
loads  removed. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.R.  DALY, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


